
BLACK MUSIC & JAZZ IN CHICAGO AND VIENNA: ROOTS & ROUTES  
Symposium (in conjunction with Seminar “Chicago Literature & Culture“ 

Monday, June 27, 2016 
10:00-ca. 7:00  
AmerikaHaus  
Friedrich-Schmidt-Platz 2 
1010 Vienna 

Synopsis: This one-day symposium aims at discussing black music in/from Chicago, ways of studying 

and analyzing it, and understanding the roots and routes of Black music from the American South to 

the urban North but also across the Atlantic and to Austria/Vienna. It brings together students, 

scholars, and artists in order to shed light esp. on jazz and hip-hop from Chicago in different and 

across various media: literature, photography, interviews, and music. 

Jazz music from Chicago and its transatlantic connections to Austria will be one focus of this event. 

The history of jazz in Austria is strongly tied to anti-Nazi resistance during the 1940s, with swing 

kids endorsing what the regime called “Negermusik.” The symposium will examine these historic 

connections as well as contemporary relations between Chicago and Viennese jazz music(ians), but 

also look at hip-hop as an instance of contemporary Black music emanating from the Windy City.  

As jazz and photography follow similar patterns of creation—both require structure and preparation, 

but depend entirely on the moment of improvisation—photography and music in interaction are an 

important topic for intermediality studies (i.e., in brief, how different cultural media interact in 

constructions of meaning). These aspects will be at the center of Chicago jazz photographer Elliot 

Mandel’s (elliotmandelphoto.com) artist’s talk on how music can be represented in photography. 

Based upon a workshop hosted by Mandel and conducted by students from the Seminar “Chicago 

Literature and Culture“ (University of Vienna) during the week before the Symposium, the 

Symposium exhibits student presentations of this work: photography and interviews with organizers 

and musicians in the Viennese Jazz scene, which trace the influence of American and/or Chicago 

Jazz on their music and careers.  

The symposium will be concluded with a musical performance by jazz singer Monica Dirnberger 

(with pianist).  

Registration: 

In order to participate in this event and to obtain the reading material, you need to register by 

June 20 by sending an email to alexandra.ganser@univie.ac.at. The event is free of charge. 
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Tentative Schedule: 

10:00    Opening Words (Embassy Representative & Prof. Alexandra Ganser) 

10:30-11:30  Prof. Benjamin Fagan (Auburn University/Fulbright): 

  “The Great Migration and the Routes of Chicago's Black Music“ 

11:30-12:30 Discussion of August Wilson, “The Piano Lesson“ 

12:30-2:00 Lunch break 

2:00-3:00 Univ.-Prof. Dr. Nassim Balestrini (University of Graz): 

  “Straight Out of Chicago: Hip Hop from the Windy City" 

3:00-4:00 Discussion of text (tba) 

4:00-5:00 coffee break 

4:30-6:00 SWEET HOME: Images of Jazz in Vienna 

Elliot Mandel, M.A. (photographer, Chicago):  
Artist talk: “The Many Faces of the Chicago Jazz Scene“  
Christina Bauer, Mattea Dellinger, Elisabeth Franc, Jasmine Friedrich, Ka-Ying Ke, 

Victoria Jansky, Franziska Füchsl, Thomas Kohlwein, Parya Bakshandeh 

Presentation of student work (photography, interviews) 

6:00-6:30  wine reception (sponsored by the U.S. Embassy) 

6:30-7:00  Monica Dirnberger and pianist: musical performance 

Contact: 
Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Alexandra Ganser 
Department of English and American Studies 
University of Vienna  
Spitalgasse 2-4/8.3  
A-1090 Vienna, Austria 
alexandra.ganser@univie.ac.at  
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